
CHILD DIARY RECONSTRUCTION 
OPENING COMMENTS (~5 min) 

• “It is nice to see you again. Hope you had a nice week. Thank you so much again 
agreeing to participate in the study. Do you have any questions or comments for 
us from last time we spoke?” 

• Remind the parent and child that they could choose to stop participating. 
Remind them to only share data that they are comfortable sharing and remind 
them that you will be audio-taping the interview so that you don’t forget 
anything. 

• “We would like to interview you in different rooms like last time, if that’s still 
okay? Remember that we can always come back here if you feel 
uncomfortable…”<Proceed to interview the parent in one room and the child in 
another> 

• Separate the parents and child. 
•  “Hello! I hope you had fun filling in the notebook we gave you last week. Can I 

see it? <See the diary> Good job! Thank you. We would like to ask you some 
questions about it as well. Remember, we can take a break or stop at any time. 
And there is no right or wrong answer; we just want you to be as honest as 
possible so that we can understand how kids like you really feel.” 

 
DIARY RECONSTRUCTION (~30 min) 

• Reconstruct and clarify the diary entries, try to understand how/when/why 
certain entries were made by examining the diary entries together. 

• Was anything about doing the diary confusing? Did you need help with anything? 
 
 
 
 

• Is there anything different about this week from usual? Anything different 
happen this week? 

 
 
 
 
 

• Do you remember forgetting to make entries for any interactions? It’s okay if you 
did, but maybe we can try to remember them right now… 

 
 
 
 
 
 



FOR EACH DIARY ENTRY (take notes on back of entry) 
• Do you remember what you and mom/dad talked about during this entry? 
• Can you tell me a little bit more about what was going on before you filled this 

out? 
• Hey, I see that you have drawn something here. Can you tell me what it means? 

What did you talk about with your mom/dad before that? 
• Here you have mentioned that you felt <entry>. Do you remember what was 

going on at that time? 
• Do you remember any other information about this <entry> that you may have 

forgotten to enter? 
 
WRAP UP (~5 min) 

• “Thank you so much for helping us out! You’ve really been a great help! Keep 
filling out those diary entries, okay? And we’ll be back next week!” 


